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IMPACTING THE COMMUNITY THROUGH MUSIC 
 
by Emily Aronoff 
  
 
I want to teach, create, and share music that is developmentally appropriate and accessible for young 
children, while remaining educational and enjoyable for their families. 
 
I believe wholeheartedly in the power of informal education and utilize music as my tool of choice. I love 
to work with young children and their families because I believe that creating terrific experiences for 
families in these formative years lays a foundation for a lifelong love of Jewish learning. These positive 
associations with Judaism can be powerful tool in our efforts to retain students in our schools and youth 
programs. 
 
I grew up in at URJ synagogue Temple Kol Emeth in Marietta, GA; spent my early summers at URJ 
Camp Coleman in Cleveland, GA; and my high school years involved in NFTY and at URJ Kutz Academy. 
Each of these experiences provided memories of enjoying not only Judaism and learning, but also social 
and creative experiences. Music was a common denominator in each of these experiences.  
 
I began to learn how to play guitar and songlead at age 14, and had a paying gig by 15. I was a NFTY 
songleader and realized quickly that leading my peers in music was a skill that I enjoyed, found 
meaningful, and excelled in. At a very young age,I knew that I wanted my career to be in Jewish music 
education. My journey to become the Jewish educator I am today has been incredibly well supported by 
teachers, mentors, clergy, and co-workers. I have dedicated myself academically, spiritually, personally, 
professionally, and musically to Judaism.  
 
I dreamed of being a “Jewish Rock Star,” but as I grew up, went to school, and started working, I realized 
that I did not need the “Rock Star” part of the title of which I initially dreamed. I earned a B.A. in Jewish 
Studies and I am currently pursuing a M.Ed. in Curriculum and Instruction with a Specialization in Music.  
 
Once I began working with a variety of communities and age groups, I realized that my talent and passion 
is specific to young children and their families. By focusing on working with Early Childhood programs, I 
not only enjoy my work immensely every day, but I also am able to provide a service for communities that 
is difficult for many to find. I have been working at the JCC of the Greater Palm Beaches for four years as 
a Music Educator and also work at four local temples regularly, teaching early childhood classes, 
coordinating special programs for Jewish Holy Days, and leading the music for Tot Shabbat and tefillah 
programs for children. I recently have written and recorded an album of Shabbat music for young children 
and their families and look forward to its release so that I can share my music with a larger Jewish 
community. 
 
The biggest struggle I encounter in my field is simply a lack of talented, passionate people who choose to 
make music education a career priority. I constantly seek out professionals who share my work, I go to 
HavaNashira (the annual songleading and music workshop of OSRUI & URJ), participate in online 
networking, and consciously seek out all of the Jewish early childhood music that I can find. There are not 
that many individuals who are pursuing the same career, and I can’t imagine why. There are certainly 
excellent, talented people focusing their work on Jewish music for young children -- but not nearly enough 
to touch all of the early childhood programs that need them.  
 
I also find it concerning that of the terrific Jewish music educators I know, the vast majority of them are at 
least 20 years my senior.  It is an honor to learn from and work with them, but I wonder what that will 
mean 30 years from now, when those educators are no longer working. 
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My goal morphed from being a Jewish Rock Star to becoming a Jewish educator able to make an impact 
on my community by teaching, learning, and celebrating Judaism with music. Today, my mission is to 
educate and empower children and their families through music, and I feel honored that I am able to 
accomplish this in my daily work. 
 
 
Emily Rose Aronoff has been singing and celebrating her entire life. Emily was first introduced to HavaNashira, the Jewish 
Musician's Conference held at URJ camp OSRUI every year, in 2003, which has had a profound influence on Emily's 
career. She is currently pursuing a Masters Degree in Curriculum and Instruction with a specialization in Music. Emily has been 
working and gigging as a Jewish musician for 10 years. Her debut album is due out in late fall 2010, and she is incredibly excited 
to share her music with the world. She lives in Delray Beach, FL with her sweet, adorable pitbull, Mocha. 
emilyrosearonoff@gmail.com 
 
 
 
   


