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A TOUCH OF LOVE IN THE CURRICULUM 
 
by Celeste Kessler 
 
 
 
Middle grades were my favorites when teaching Sunday School teaching.  One cold, cloudy 
day (in California, we have those on occasion, in February), it was nearing noon, the end of 
sessions on Valentine's Day, and a shy, sweet little girl surreptitiously handed me a greeting card. 
  
"Here," she said, "this is for you."  Something told me not to open it publicly, but as the children 
were heading out the door with great zeal, I did glance at it quickly.  It was a Valentine greeting.  
Paula then looked at my expression, probably wondering how I'd react to this non-Jewish 
symbol.  I didn't have to think long, but said, "Thank you, so much." 
  
We had been studying Jewish religious symbols earlier in the year and we both knew that a 
valentine was not appropriate in a Temple building.  But Paula's sweet face was pleased at my 
response.  "It's OK to share something that has a happy, sincere feeling to it," I said. She skipped 
along to go to her carpool, looked back at me, and waved. 
  
Once in a while we have to allow a touch of love in our curriculum. I thought and never forgot that 
greeting.  It was the only valentine I ever got in 20 years of teaching in a Sunday School. 
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