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WORKING COLLABORATIVELY TO PROVIDE JEWISH IDENTITY 
 
by Helene Kornsgold 
 
 
From the time I was five years old through graduate school, I have always studied at a Jewish school. 
Living life as a Jew was just what I did. I studied about Judaism at school and practiced Judaism at home. 
I grew up with a love of and deep appreciation for Judaism and what it meant to be a Jew. It was not until 
I was older that I realized others did not live the same way as I did. Now I know better! 
 
Becoming a Jewish educator was not the original path I chose to pursue on a professional level. As a 
college student, I always enjoyed tutoring students for their B’nai Mitzvah, but never considered this a 
career. I lived a Jewish life and I did not have any desire to work as a professional Jew. After a few years 
of exploring different professional fields of interest, it became clear to me that I did want to be a 
professional Jew.  
 
Working occupies a large amount of a person’s time and, therefore, one needs to enjoy the work he or 
she engages in on a daily basis (at least to some degree). Regardless of the type of work I pursued, 
somehow, I always came back to working in the Jewish world. After realizing I did want to work in this 
sphere, my next big decision was to decide where I wanted to work and in what capacity.  
 
At first, this was a difficult question to answer. However, the more I was exposed to different work options, 
the clearer it became to me I wanted to focus on Jewish education. As a Jewish educator, there are two 
areas in which I am interested in and wish to focus as I drive forward my career: I want both children and 
adults to enjoy learning about Judaism.  
 
I want them to yearn for learning more about their heritage and to experience the joys that living a Jewish 
life adds to one’s life. Judaism is full of meaningful rituals that can further add to the richness of one’s life. 
My experience as a teacher has confirmed my innate feeling that a one-to-one relationship is the best 
way to reach individuals. Often this connection fosters an openness to learning new things, and, in turn, 
people become more curious about Judaism. The more people learn, the more they develop an increased 
desire to add more meaning to life.  
 
I have prepared many students for their B’nai Mitzvah and have witnessed first-hand positive changes in 
their attitude toward this day. At first they dread the time and effort necessary to prepare for the big day. 
Over time, they became extremely excited waiting for the day to approach. I don’t mean to flatter myself 
by any means, but being involved in their preparation has further solidified my opinion that nothing beats 
a personal and meaningful relationship between people.  
 
I have seen parents become more interested in and excited by the day because they have a greater 
understanding of the meaning and significance of becoming a Bar/Bat Mitzvah. I am saddened when I 
see a family who does not understand nor care about the Bar/Bat Mitzvah experience. It is a missed 
opportunity! It is another child who might have been turned onto Judaism, who, instead, continues 
to detest Religious School and counts down to the last day he/she is required to attend. 
 
As an educator, I want to work with colleagues to create different ways to reach as many people as 
possible. We need to create programs and schools that students want to attend and that families actually 
believe can provide people with a strong Jewish identity. None of us can do this alone! 
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We need to work with each other. We need to share our experiences, our ideas, our work, our lesson 
plans, etc… with one another. We cannot continue to keep our great programs a secret so others cannot 
replicate our work. 
 
This type of hoarding reminds me of a person who will not share recipes with other people. If someone 
compliments you and wants to make the same recipe as you, shouldn’t you be flattered? Are we in such 
need of accolades that we fear others being able to replicate our baking or teaching the same successful 
lessons as we taught? If so, then there is no possibility of forming a solid group of Jewish educators who 
work together for the greater good of Jewish education and in turn, the Jewish people.  
 
We have a big challenge ahead of us! It is a challenge I believe is worth the effort. The potential 
outcomes will be incredible. Not working together to face these challenges is unthinkable. Not doing so 
suggests a lack of concern regarding the future of the Jewish people. If one truly cares, then one will work 
collaboratively with other like-minded people to step up to the plate and redefine the current state of 
Jewish education. Together we can make it happen!!! Let’s not waste anymore time simply re-inventing 
the wheel. 
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