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HOT TOPIC: How do we set and meet our stated goals in Jewish education? 

 
 

“IT TAKES A VILLAGE” TO RAISE JEWS 
by Naomi Sandberg 
 
 
There’s a concept in educational planning called “beginning with the end in mind.” As we plan 
Jewish educational experiences for the next generation, we need to begin with what we hope 
the next generation of young Jewish adults will look like.  Then we need to figure out how to 
get them there. 
 
So, what do we hope our next generation of young Jewish adults will look like?  When I think 
about this question, as a parent, I can’t help but think of my own young children.   I hope that 
as Jewish adults they make Shabbat an important part of each week that is spent with family 
and friends.  Their bond with Israel should be strong.  They should be well versed in prayer skills 
and meaning so they could walk into any synagogue and, despite some minor differences in 
liturgy and tune, follow along and participate comfortably in the service.  Giving tzedakah 
(charity) and performing acts of hesed (kindness) should be second nature to them.  Celebrating 
holidays with ritual and tradition should be a regular part of their lives.  They should, without 
question, identify as Jews and plan to raise Jewish children. Above all, each one should grow up 
to be a mensch! 
 
So how do we get them there?  How do we change the culture from that of a drop-off, drive-in 
kind of way of life?  We drop off our kids and you make them Jewish.  How do we change 
people’s perception of Jewish life from just an obligation to an integral part of life?  How do we 
make Judaism relevant to this next generation of Jews?  
 
If anyone had the magic formula, I wouldn’t need to write this. What I can tell you is that 
whatever approach you take, it needs to be authentic.  We need to partner with parents so that 
Judaism isn’t something that kids just do at shul, but rather it’s integrated into all aspects of 
their lives.  We need to create real and meaningful experiences.  We can’t just teach about 
Shabbat in the classroom, we need to celebrate it regularly with family and friends.   In addition 
to students learning how to read/chant prayers, they need to attend services with their families 
(those services can be modified and age-appropriate) and actively participate. Israel shouldn’t 
just be a unit that is taught on Yom Ha’atzmaut or in a particular grade. Israel needs to be 
infused in the school, a part of every grade, year round.    
 
In congregations, we need to look at the whole educational experience, beginning in early 
childhood (or earlier) and continuing through adult experiences.  There needs to be a team 
approach to Jewish education -- bridging all departments, clergy, early childhood, 
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supplemental, day school, family education, and youth.  For Jewish education to succeed, it 
must be a combination of content, skill building, and affective experiences. The partnership 
between home, school, and synagogue is vital in creating these meaningful experiences. Jewish 
education is a “Dor l’Dor” process; each generation has a responsibility to learn from and teach 
the other.  After all, “It takes a Village” to raise future Jews. 
 
Naomi Sandberg is the Assistant Principal of the Talmud Torah at B’nai Israel Congregation in 
Rockville, MD.  She has worked in both day school and congregational school settings for over 
20 years. She believes that her job as a Jewish educator is to be a facilitator of active learning. 
naomi@bnaiisraelcong.org 
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