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This program is based on Mishnah Peah, Perek Aleph
 
Introduction:

A friend of mine has a story of enlightenment at the garbage can. There was  
an older man who used to search the recycling bin at my friend’s house 
weekly for aluminum cans. His initial reaction was, “Hey, it’s wrong to steal 
other people’s recycling!  It is also illegal!”. However, it was close to Shavuot, 
and my friend started thinking about the recycling bin as his field and the 

cans as something that he could give to someone in need. (Aluminum cans were easy 
to turn in for cash in those days). He decided that allowing the man to collect aluminum 
was very close to gleaning. In fact, my friend began putting the aluminum on top of the 
other recycling to make the man’s task a bit easier. My friend found a mitzvah in his 
recycling bin!
 
This story got me to thinking about the ways we non-field-owning folks can find 
“corners” for the food and stuff that we have so much of. I do believe that our unique 
talents and work skills are a gift to each of us from God, a way to ensure that we can 
earn a living. This is our modern “field.” Therefore, the fruits of our professional efforts 
(salary, food, stuff, etc.) should be shared with the less fortunate. Our tradition teaches 
us that this is social justice (tzedakah). We are gifted, and therefore it is our obligation to 
“pay it forward.”

   I do believe that our unique talents and work  
   skills are a gift to each of us from God, a way  
   to ensure that we can earn a living. This is our  
   modern “field.” 
Creating a Program: 
To use this teaching as a program with your students, I suggest beginning with the story 
of enlightenment at the garbage can. The leader can follow the story with a text study 
of Mishnah Peah, chapter 1,* which explains the categories of items we leave for the 
poor.  Among these are not reaping the corners of our fields, leaving sheaves that were 
dropped during the harvest for the poor, and leaving forgotten sheaves (those that were 
left behind and not collected) for the poor. 

There is also a good article by Jeffrey Spitzer in My Jewish Learning on the subject of 
Peah. **

* https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Peah.6?lang=bi
**https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/peah-the-corners-of-our-fields/
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Peah in Modern Times: How Do I Refrain from Reaping 
The Corners of My Field When I Don’t Have One?”

https://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Peah.6?lang=bi
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/peah-the-corners-of-our-fields/
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This sets the stage for a spirited discussion about how we can do these mitzvot in an urban setting where it is impossible to replicate 
what is explained in the Mishnah. Encourage participants to think creatively during this phase. Afterwards, choose one or more 
of the ideas and plan an event. Your activity could be large or small. Think about a school-wide collection of something needed in 
your community, a family-education session with a hands-on component or a class field trip to a community agency. Try to choose a 
project that will be truly meaningful to the families and to your community.

Peah Ideas:
I have offered this workshop several times, including at NewCAJE. I’m including the list of the ideas that were generated on this 
topic in the workshops, as well as some discussion questions. It is just a beginning. I leave it to you to choose how you will leave “the 
corners of your fields for the poor.”
 
w For those who have too much stufF:
          1. Clean out your basement and donate these items to agencies that deal with families in need.
          2. Have a garage sale to benefit your favorite cause.
 
w For those who want to share corners of your professional “field”:
          1. Volunteer at a literacy program and teach someone to read.
          2. Give your expertise to a nonprofit agency.
 
w For those who want to think about the homeless:
         1. Think about a way to help a street person that feels honest to you.
 Here are some articles and resources sheets to help you think through this topic: 
 https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2011/03/should-you-give-money-to-homeless-people/72820/
 https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/tags/Homelessness
 http://www.jewishvaluesonline.org/question.php?id=183

w For those who want to think about food: 
    Do you know that 13.1 million children in the Unites States have difficulty finding enough food?
         1. Try not to waste food. 
         1. Try meatless Monday so that you can donate money to a worthwhile organization that feeds the needy.
         1. Before Passover, donate your unused chametz to a food bank.
         1. Give generously to MAZON, a Jewish organization that focuses on ways to advocate to end hunger. https://mazon.org/

w For those who want to focus on giving priorities:
         1. Is someone in your family having a rough time financially? 
·            Our Rabbis teach us to help them first. 
 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tzedakah-requirements/ 

w Mark smachot such as lifecycle events with generosity. 
         1. Give a portion of your party budget to a cause that matters to you.
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