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WHOSE MATZOH IS IT ANYWAY?:  
IMPROV GAMES FOR A FUN AND  
MEMORABLE PASSOVER SEDER

Do you want to plan a fun and engaging Passover Seder? The following improv games, 
parodying the television show “Whose Line Is It Anyway?” can inspire fun and active Seder 
participation in Seder attendees ranging from 8 to 80. They can also be used in a classroom 
setting in preparation for and during Passover.

The best part about these games just might be the fact that we had to tell our (then) nine-
year-old son, “You can’t do everything at the Seder. You have to give other people a chance, 
too.” 

HOW THESE GAMES CAME TO BE
These games all started after my husband and older son went to Mountain School.1 They 
came back and told me all about their adventures. They got very animated when they began 
telling me about the improv games they played by the campfire. Suddenly, my husband is 
telling my son, “You have to see ‘Whose Line Is It Anyway?’” 

And because it would soon be Passover, we found ourselves joking, “Whose Matzah Is It 
Anyway?”

Then we looked at each other. Could it work? Could we actually make an improv-filled 
Passover Seder? And, because that’s the type of family we are, we immediately got to work 
pulling it off.

By the time our Seder guests arrived, they were greeted by our custom Haggadah. The cover 
pronounced, “Whose Matzah Is It Anyway?” On the inside was all the traditional Haggadah 
text, but whenever in the Seder we were planning a game, the name of the game was listed.

We had strategically placed games throughout the Seder so that they correlated with what 
we were doing at that moment (and so that we would never go too long without one).

The improv games were a huge hit! Everyone participated. Everyone laughed. Everyone was 
engaged.
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Since that night, we have done these games with many 
different groups, including congregants from our synagogue, 
my students at Kids Kehilla (Junior Congregation), and 
wonderful educators at NewCAJE 10. The response has been 
consistently positive. Lots of laughter and lots of fun.

So here are the games we have done. I invite you to try them 
with your students or at your own Seder.

THE GAMES
Guests at a Party
We do this game at the very beginning, right after we sing the 
order of the Seder song. 

This game is quite simple. All you need to prepare in advance 
are slips of paper with people, places, and things from 
Passover and the Passover story. So you could list Moses and 
maror and the Ten Plagues and the Four Sons (and much 
more). 

If you are a teacher, you can make sure that your slips of 
paper match what you have taught your students.  If you 
are working with a group with diverse backgrounds, you can 
try to hand people something that you think they will know 
about. You can also make it clear to people that they can ask 
for help or trade their card in for another one if they prefer.

Now comes the game.

You need four volunteers. One volunteer will be the host of 
the Seder and the other three volunteers will be guests.

The host gets to work pretending to make matzah ball soup. 
Then one of the guests rings the doorbell.

The host then welcomes the guest in and asks a simple 
question. Perhaps, “How are you doing?”

This is where it gets fun, because the guest must answer in 
character. So if they are the Burning Bush, they might say, 
“Well, I’m feeling pretty hot actually. Can you put on an air 
conditioner in here?” Or if they are Pharaoh, they might say, 
“I’m feeling like I want to say no.” (People’s actual impromptu 
answers tend to be much funnier than this.)

Soon after the first guest arrives, the second guest rings the 
doorbell. And then the third. Each guest continues to respond 
to the host and all the other guests in character. 

Finally, the host is given the opportunity to guess who each of 
the three guests was portraying. If they’re not sure, it is fine 
to play a bit longer (or to let the group help them guess).

Questions
This game is very Jewish. The goal is to have an entire 
conversation entirely in questions. And, of course, we place 
this game right before the Mah Nishtanah.

For this game, we start with two volunteers up front. We give 
them a topic to discuss.

Some of our topics have included a husband and wife going 
shopping for Passover and  someone attending a Seder for the 
first time.

The two people begin having a conversation about their topic. 
The only rule is that everything they say must be a question. 
If one of them says something that is not a question, the 
group will “buzz” them, and someone else from the group can 
take his or her place. This keeps on going, and people keep 
switching places until you decide the game is over.

Hollywood Director
This game is so much fun. You ask for volunteers to act out a 
simple pre-written script. 

Here is the script we have written for this game:

Slave 1: I’m tired of slaving in the hot sun. When will we ever 
    be free?
Slave 2: Will God remember us?
[Moses enters]
Moses: God spoke to me in a Burning Bush.
Slave 2: God spoke to you?
Slave 1: Really?
Moses: God said that I should go to Pharoah and tell him to 
    let my people go.
Slave 1: Go, Moses. You must get Pharoah to free us.
Slave 2: We’re counting on you.
[Moses goes to Pharaoh]
Moses: Pharoah, let my people go!
Pharoah: No. I will not let them go.
Moses: Be warned. God will punish you.

You are the director. “Ready, set, action,” you proclaim.

After the first time through the play, you proclaim loudly, 
“Cut, cut, cut. That was horrible.”

Then you tell them they have to redo it in a different genre. 
Some types of movies that have worked successfully with 
many groups have included a western, a 1950s musical, a 
Harry Potter movie (every kid put on an English accent), a Star 
Wars movie (be sure to make someone Chewbacca) and a 
silent movie (such a great challenge).
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The more you challenge them to redo it, the more fun the 
group has. And each skit comes out funnier than the last.

The Dating Game (or Find a Friend)
The alternate name is offered because, while “The Dating 
Game” can be quite fun and funny, it does not work well with 
younger students.

For this game, we use various characters on slips of paper 
much like with “Guests at a Seder.” Please remember many of 
these characters are not human or even animals. They might 
be a Seder plate or a piece of matzah. Or perhaps the Four 
Questions.

For this game there is one Bachelor or Bachelorette and three 
contestants. The Bachelor(ette) asks questions such as “I 
love romantic walks in the sunset. What would be your ideal 
date?” (or a younger child’s version of this.)

Then each contestant answers this question (and one or two 
others like it) in character.

For instance, the matzah might say, “Well, lately my dates 
have been feeling a little flat.”

After two or three rounds, the Bachelor(ette) gets a chance to 
guess who each contestant is (and the group can help if s/he 
is not sure).

THE ALPHABET GAME
For this game, we present the group with a challenge. First, 
we choose a few contestants. Then we tell them that they are 
ready to leave Egypt, but many of the Israelites are afraid to 
do so. We tell the volunteers that it is their job to convince 
the rest of the group to leave Egypt. Then, we tell them that 
they must convince them using sentences in alphabetical 
order.

We choose a letter to start with. Perhaps it is “P.” The first 
participant might say, “Pharaoh is not good for us!”  And then 
the next participant must continue with “Q” and so might say, 

“Quickly! We must hurry!”

With each sentence, they are truly trying to convince those 
who are seated to come up and join them. And it is so very 
exciting when they do!

SCENES FROM A KIPPAH
For this game, we put a bunch of strips of paper with topics 
on them into a kippah. These are all quite fun and silly.

One topic might be, “Things Moses Never Said to Pharaoh.”

People quickly call out their answers, which might include 
anything from “Please keep my people in Egypt” to “You want 
to go out for coffee at Starbucks?”

When this game works well, the ideas fly fast and silly.

PROPS
For this one, you need to gather a bunch of unusual props. 
We have used everything from a cane to a big hat to a life 
preserver. The more unusual and funny looking, the better.

You place the first prop on the floor in front of the group and 
challenge them to find a way to connect it to Passover.

Leave the same object up there for a while so people can use 
it in multiple ways.

Someone might come up and grab the life preserver and say, 
“Glad I picked up this before the Red Sea,” and then someone 
else might say, “At least I’ve got this nice pillow to rest on 
after slaving all day in the hot sun.” The more different ways 
people use the same object, the more fun it is.

Whether you try out all these games or just one or two, I wish 
you a fun, engaging and improv-filled Passover Seder! Chag 
Sameach!

Endnotes:
1. The Mountain School in Vermont, mountainschool.org

http://mountainschool.org

